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H istory 


1 fTER  iMvinj  Trioiilail.  io  Colorailo, 

i doon^hin^  town  ol  &,occ  pcuplc, 
ciM  to  ihc  D<jnhcRi  buuoibry  I'C 
Ihe  Mijmll  OrAOt,  iheie  aft  l»o  railnudv 

funoing  into  thU  propc/ly.  The  A,  T.  & h F.  R.  R-  lun* 
eerj-  coafonahie  toariu  ileepiog  car*  from  F,a.lcm  c«.es 
Ihroagh  the  grant  frwrn  north  to  ►oath.  anJ  land  l)j}  eri  eao 
»iop  ofl  at  either  Ratoo.  S.  M..  the  headqtiaticri  of  the  grant 
oanagesiest,  of  at  Maxwell  Crty,  N-  M.,  or  Springer,  N-  M, 
all  growing  lowni.  Springer  tpeing  the  cnuntj-  aeal  of  Colfax 
CoaatT.  From  any  of  lhe>e  lowna  the  forlher  dolinalion  to 
the  inigaied  landa  on  the  plaiiu  or  to  the  mouniaios,  on  be 
eaaily  toehcd.  The  U.  P.  K.  R.  runt  (tom  Trinidad  to 
Catakiil,  a Tery  thnfij-  town  on  the  grant,  in  the  center  of  an 
cxlensire  Inmber  indn>trT,  aod  partiea  Locad  to  the  north* 
weaters  mnoatain  divUioa  c(  the  grant  will  £cd  tbit  the  mou 
drect  roate.  The  propoaed  Denrer  4:  El  Paso  Short  Line  ii 
also  urreyed  to  run  through  this  grant 


ERIEF  history  of  the  grant  of  ihlt 
large  body  of  land,  embracing  1,714.. 
76J  acres,  and  now  held  by  a patent 
/ from  the  United  Staie>.  reads  like  a romance. 
These  lands  originally  belonged  to  Ihe 
Inbcs  of  the  .\zlcc  faith,  then  to  Spain,  and 
Ihe  Republic  of  Mexico,  which  republic,  some  years 
the  conquest  of  the  country  by  the  United  Slates, 
lied  the  same,  fur  the  purp(r>e  of  seltlemenl,  to  two  of  its 
Caclos  Ilcaubien  and  Gnadalnpe  .Miranda, 
^funner  being  one  of  those  French  voyageurs,  who.  in  the 
days  of  the  M'esi.  were  the  hardy  and  adventurous  agents 
.\mericaa  Fur  Company. 

associate  of  these  men  was  Locicn  11.  Maxwell,  who 
me  M'est  from  Illinois  in  the  employ  of  this  fur  enn* 
Ife  speedily  came  to  the  front  as  the  peer  of  such  men 
Carson,  and  bore  the  reputation  of  an  unerring  guide, 
‘lliat  a shrewd  business  man.  .\fler  returning  with  Kit 
>m  a tnp  guiding  J.  C.  Fremont  over  prairie  and 
to  California,  Maxwell  settled  down  to  ranch  tile, 
daughter  of  lleanjirn.  and  prepared  to  enjoy  life 
ero,  with  the  hope  of  providing  a competency  for 
In  a few  years,  after  the  death  of  Bcaubien,  he 
in  purchasing  the  interests  of  Miranda,  and  the 
heirs  of  Bcaubien,  and  thus  became  the  largest 
r in  the  United  Slates.  In  1S60,  the  Congress  of 
v'nited  States  coadrtned  the  title  to  the  grant,  and  in  1879 
iimc.st  issued  a patent  lu  it,  which  was  confirmed  by 
I of  the  Supreme Coun of  the  United  Suies,  in  April, 
I7.  Perfect  title  and  warranty  deeds  to  lands  sold  on  this 
|ant  arc  given  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


much  aiteolr-.u;  bm  lU  usefulness  iaciog  ti  ko-n,  i,_ 
coeerri.  of  late  years  it  Io.  been  large!/  cahiraW.  and 
^Tcd  « imt^se  success  in  Ihe  irrigaird  portioas  of  C 

l^iwth.  haring  been  know,  i,  on  the  testlusm 
the  best  conditions,  as  much  a.  fire  cetting,  of  hir  x y 
each  cutting  areragiaj  one  and  a half  tons  to  the  acre  f 
to  fire  tons  per  aere  per  year  is.  howerer,  a good  cron, 
a pUnl  that  has  the  faculty  of  forcing  down  iu  to 
r-mense  depth,  and  dra  wing  for  it.  supporr  Ucm 

and  nuiriencnt  stored  there.  i-emss. 

Forreerly.  from  the  want  of  so=,  ,s-,.  r 

^r!!liu7o,''r”'  ”1 

ft-  -New  .Mexico  Wn'l^ed^tr 

and  thro  sen,  back  as  beef  tn  -reingrratr- 
perhaps  cUcw  to  ,U  place  m .Vew  Mexico  from  ^tere  T 
s ^!o  . “““  <hus  I 

.ddiu.:;^!  expeeirTTo  6 

olone.  Tipliiy.x  small  percentage  oMhefdeaUn';:'- 

tanj  IS  placed  ocJct  irrigation,  ibe  nronor*i.,n  - 11  1 ■ ° 
inere^d,  tor  .he  profits  are  necessar,  ly^;g,  ,n 
double  journey  of  Ihe  corn.fed  a.-iielc  be^n-  J 
favor  uf  Ihe  New  Mexico  farmer  C'eailj 

ob.  gtdlo  go  10  the  Middle  .Sme»  ,„r  ihela/.e^a^. 
fcijii-class  trails  ,i.„  d 

. h-.r.  TV-  ..  ' me  impruveoeat  of  11 

•7  liiToS’,-"';,"'”" 

'dwinlersiberr  aoJa.r.i,  ‘‘required  « 


favor:  Firsi.  a higher  value  (or  wliat  he  raises:  second,  less 
cost  of  producilon;  and  third,  a prahically  unl'cnnrd  market 
at  his  door,  with  no  heavy  freight  charges  ti>  pay  when  ship* 
ping  to  the  buyer — a combination  of  advantages  that  musi 
soon  drive  his  Eastern  competitor  entirely  out  of  the  markcl, 
and  leave  alone  in  lux  hands  a large  aod  profitable  business. 

Fur  all  these  reasons  there  seill,  fora  long  lime  10  come,  be 
an  immense  demand  for  alfalfa  for  catlle-fccding  jiurirjses. 
especially  on  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ihe  Maxwell  Grant, 
where  so  many  hnndrej  thousand  cattle  toam. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  hogs;  thousands  are  now  being 
fed  on  alfalfa  on  Ihe  grant,  and  they  command  high  prices  in 
Kansas,  etc.,  as  “hog  cholera"  is  unknown  in  these  mesa 

The  man  with  ■<ime  $1,000  to  $‘.5®®  we  should  advise  to 
grow  alfalla  fur  sale.  'I’he  first  year,  whilst  tlie  alfalfa  was 
tooting.  Iiis  income  would  only  be  sufiieiciii  to  pay  expens-s. 
The  second  year  he  should  make  a clear  profit  of  50  per  tml. 
upon  the  capital  employed  in  buying  his  land,  seeding  it  to 
alfalfa  and  coiing  for  ti  the  first  year. 

'1  he  ilaxwell  Grant  Company  have  a (arm  of  4.C00  acres 
on  irrigable  lands  under  llie  Vermejo  ditch,  where  they  l.aic 
kOCCessfully  grown  about  fiio  acres  of  alfalfa,  besides  garden 
truck,  fruit,  oats,  corn,  an*!  articles  of  feed  for  cheir  cattle 
Isihll.ssL  IN  V.M.h'B  OK  L.tNIi 

U'e  may  express  here  as  our  firm  conviction  lhal  lliete  is  a 
very  gvid  |ii‘is[wei  n(  increase  in  value  of  land  within  the 
nest  few  years.  'Ihe  IhtiI  pri~if  of  this  is  the  .Maxwell  (Ir.ii.i 
itself,  whe-c  jo.c-io  acres  of  land  were  recen;!/  snrd  in  sxull 
tracts,  wlirfcas  it  was  iii]js.sii},;c  to  sell  an  acre  .v  feir  years 
ago.  In  S-Jtnc  pans  ol  Ualifornia  land  b fill,  li,,,,. 

what  it  broaglil  five  years  ago,  J,  l.'olorad  i an  1 New  Mei.*  ., 


Ihe  |•s.s|ll:e  arrejg'  ‘•■.able  to  farroing.  n-., 
sacecss  of  n is  fully  proved,  is  much  less  ll.aii  the  deinan*!  (.,1 
It  will  be.  I-ind  " under  ililcli  ’’  that  cnuld  have  Lerr,  b,u  * 11 
in  Colora  lo  a few  years  ago  for  $10  or  §15  jnr  ae/e.is  ,, 
ver,*i!i  $ino,  and  at  this  lal’cf  price  jay  s j g*-.,)  prnfii  fi  1 1,. 
jiurchascr.  M'c  tliink  there  u no  di,ijl,t  but  that  un- , 1 
I'v  Xc-w  Mciito  will  in  five  leaf,  be  worth  three  or  lour  i,n.* 
■a  'csecii  value. 

V Cmji.vtk 

1 e 'hmale  of  the  F.asiern  .Slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mierni- 
“f  !.  .-e  Ih-  Maxwell  Grant  is  xltuaieil,  is  Ik-jo  iJ 
dd»T,|.',„„  beautiful.  The  air  has.  even  in  the  do-g-days. 


r.TVorabic  Condition  of  . 

New  Mc.xico  and 
^ ^ Colorado  for 

Colonization 


j E\V  ME.XICO  and  Colorado  hold 
out  what  we  think  ate  the  two  most 
necessary  coiuliiions  allaclied  to 
happy  and  successful  coloniration— first,  a iiicirc  tlun  orvJinary 
certainty  of  financial  reward  for  judicioux  invcvlmcni  and  hard 
woik|  and  secondly,  a climate  unsur|>asvcd  for  health  and 
coruforh 

The  prime  factor  that  makes  N’ew  Mexico  a specially  suit- 
able field  for  coloniiation  is,  lhal,  though  she  Is  a heavy 
exporter  of  maoy  articles,  such  as  beef,  wool,  coal,  gold,  silver, 
and  crjppcr,  she  does  not,  and  never  can,  on  account  of  the 
limned  area  suitable  to  firming  here,  produce  within  her  own 
borders  more  than  Jj  per  cent.  o[  the  agricultural  produce 
consumed  by  the  large  and  rapidly  increasing  popul.Uion, 
dependent  u|Hjn  the  mining  and  other  iiiduiiriics,  but  lux  to 
depend  chiellv  upon  the  farming  imtlions  ol  Kansas  400  to 
700  miles  cast,  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  This  means  that 
75  per  cent,  of  the  farm  products  she  cunsuiiio  have,  when 
they  arc  vitd  in  New  Mexico,  .added  to  their  original  coil  an 
impirl  duty  of  from  37.50  to  315.00  .1  Ion,  in  the  shape  ol 
railway  transportation  charges. 

Take,  (or  instance,  one  arlteic,  hay,  as  an  illustration  ol 
tow  beneficially  Ihis  acts  in  favor  of  Ihe  New  .Mexico  f.iimer, 
It  can  be  bought,  at  aprofil  to  the  grower, in  Kansas  (or 
about  S5.75  per  ton,  whilst  at  Las  Vcg.xx  (an  .ivcrage  New 
Mexico  market)  this  same  toy  could  not  be  bought  for  less 
Jbao  $10  to  3ix  a Ion;  and,  futilicr,  from  the  superior  quality 
of  the  native  New  Mexican  hay.  the  farmer  there  can  dc|>enJ 
upon  receiving  from  51.35  to  S’.S®  "’or®  P®*’  'o"  for  I"*  "n'’’'® 
privducc  than  whatever  the  market  price  of  the  imported 
article  may  be,  besides  being  able  to  raise  three  limes  as  much 
per  acre  as  his  Kansas  rival  at  :i  very  small  increased  cost, 

The  rcayin  (or  this  shortage  ol  hay  and  other  agrIcuUural 
products  in  New  Mexico  is  simply  that  without  irrigation  little 
or  nothing  can  be  grown  there,  except  <11  very  unusually  wet 
years,  and  that  the  amount  of  land  capable  of  irrigaliun,  even 


a bright  cITcrvrsceiit  erlipness  that  defies  the  grcalcst  efforts 
of  Ihe  hut  sun  to  make  it  sultry.  'I'lie  sun  seems  to  shine 
through,  not  into,  rlic  air,  and  one  is  often  surorised  vrheii, 
looking  at  the  thermometer  on  some  pleasant  day.  he  finds 
the  mercury  away  up  in  the  ninclies.  ‘J'liis  jieculiarily  of 
never  feeling  uncomfortably  warm,  even  with  (he  mercury 
at  that  hergin,  is  .necouoted  for  by  the  extreme  drvness  of  llie 
atmosphere,  the  mean  humidiiy  being  only  per’cent,  This 
causes  a very  rapid  ev.vporation  of  jicrspiration  from  the  skin, 
and  a caircipondnig  coolness  of  llie  surface.  One  never  feels 
depressed,  as  one  docs  farther  cii.it  and  in  Europe  at  lower 
altitudes,  and  in  all  other  hot  countries,  And  after  the 
honest  summer  day  a couple  of  woolen  blankets  at  night  will 
always  be  required. 

.\»  In  summer  one  does  not  feci  the  dry  hear,  so  in  winter 
one  dues  not  feel  Ihe  dry  cold,  Out  of  the  wind  and  in  the 
sun  ilisalwajswarm;  so  much  so,  lliat  the  cold  is  not  ihouglil 
a drawback  by  the  army  of  consumptives  that  Hock  to  New 
Mexico  as  a sanilanuiii.  It  may  be  stated  as  absolute 
truth,  that  we  li.ivt  no  severe  dfoiighls,  iia  fogs,  no  hot 
wind*;  no  cyclnncj,  tornadoes,  or  liurricunr.i;  no  norllicn,  ‘ 
no  vvinicr  Mins,  and  it  was  no  cxaggerutinii  vrheii  (lie 
Hon,  I.  Ilradford  i'tince.  governor  of  ,\ew  .Mexico,  io  an 
n Seprciiilxcr  t5.  iB'jr,  speaking  of  Colfax 


addre-s  delivered  < , 

Cviuiny,  in  wlnth  ihc  M.iincll  Crani  is  looted,  1 

■lews  the  verdant  plain*  of  e.ivtern 
dx  of  cattle,  changing  to  the  west 
s along  Ihe  Vcrnicjn,  the  I’nrnl, 


Colfax, 


'■When  0 .. 
covered  with  h 
agriculiut.-il  111 

Cimarron,  dotted  w,... 

pine  forextv  of  t atvkil],  anil  rising  into  the  gulden  rnrninl.iins 
and  gold'be.iting  sucaras  of  Klrubelhiown,  one  is  apt  to  say. 
•Thiv,  truly,  lx  the  Promived  I.and.'" 

I he  scenery  of  the  rnoiiiUainous  fvorcioii  of  rhis  vast  Max* 
vvell  projicriy  is  iiiixurpaiwnl  hy  the  moM  chosen  resorts  of 
the  old  or  new  world.  Not  in  Swilxerlaiul  can  scenery  more 
Ucauiiful  be  found  ihaii  in  the  jiarks  which  ncMle  al  the  b.isc 
of  Ihe  lolly  pcakv  forming  its  western  b-iunilary.  Here  is  Ihc 
place  (or  a dairyman's  home  in  iis  gieaic-l  perfection.  The 
deliglilfully  c'-  l sijinmers,  clear  mo'iniain  w,,ier,  .ind  utiiur* 
pjs-ed  ii.isiuie  make  it  everything  th.it  ;>  moil  (leurnblu  for 
this  Iiurpose.  I he  area  of  lhr*c  parks  is  .iver  roa.ooo  acres. 
And  us  bucier  and  chec-e,  as  said  before,  .ire  still  irnporled 
(tom  Kans.vi.  the  Maxwell  J..ii,il  Grunt  Omip.iny  will  afford 
every  Inducement  to  able  f.irmers  who  will  work  this  hrundi 
ol  industry. 

h """‘‘K  ai't  making  iliis  woiidetfid  country  his 

supreme  degree.  ■I  he  angler  may  fish  along' the  turiihling, 
rollicking.  cxi|iiisiie|j- |,,iip„l  moumain  sire.nii.,  the  (fagr.ini 
" •'  ced.ir  waficd  to  his  no.lrils,  the  bluest  of 


a degree  of  the  vsile.  of  the  i.nglef,  fdling  every’ hole  a 


if  it  were  nil  iilillied,  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  largely  In* 
creasiivg  demand  of  tlie  home  market 

For  generations  past,  coiiildctable  Irrigation  lins  been 
practiced  in  a rough  manner  by  the  native  Mexicans,  ilirougb 
ditches,  laid  out  in  a rough  but  cllcciual  manner,  fed  from 
tome  adjacent  inounluin  ilrc.sm,  The  cost  of  making  ihuie 
ditches  necessarily  varies  considerably.  The  work  may  con- 
sist of  merely  roughly  damming  some  mountain  sircani,  and 
then  running  a plow  furrow  where  the  ditch  is  waiilcJ,  mid 
allowing  the  water  to  wash  out  a course  for  itself;  or  It  may, 
on  the  contrary,  require  considerable  work,  engineering  skill, 
and  heavy  expenditure,  csiveeially  when  large  reservoirs  arc 
built  to  Insure  an  unfailing  supply  of  water,  as  has  been  done 
on  the  M.axwcll  GranL 

The  cost  of  making  use  of  the  walerwherv  once  it  it  led  to 
the  land  is,  however,  of  the  first  importance.  We  have  ob- 
tained from  a number  of  pracliGil,  successful  men  (heir  calcu- 
lations of  the  cost,  and  the  result  is  as  follows:  One  man, 
familiar  with  Ihe  work,  c.111  irrigate  10  acres  a day;  the  Irriga- 
tion sliould  be  repealed  as  a iiiasimuin  five  limes  a year,  which 
ii.  hiiwevcr,  not  oecexsary  wifli  must  crops.  The  wages  of 
this  man  being  51,50  a day,  75  cents  will  be  the  coil  of  Irri- 
g.Ming  one  acre  for  one  year.  Add  lolliU  rs  cents  per  acre 
per  year,  which  is  a very  liberal  allowance,  for  repaim  of 
ditches,  and  87  cciil.x  per  year  will  be  llio  tax  ibat  the  New 
Mexico  farmer  lias  to  set  against  an  average  freight  charge  in 
his  (.Ivor  of  $10  per  Ion  upon  nil  imjiorled  produce,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  New  Mexico  man  receives  3 total  profit  of 
$9.00  marc  lliaii  liis  Kansas  rival  per  ton  (or  his  hay,  lieing 
(he  difference  in  cost  belvrceii  impiiriiiig  and  irrigating,  add- 
ing Ihe  value  of  the  extra  quality  of  the  liome  article. 

'I'hcrc  are  two  further  advanloges  in  favor  of  inijilion, 
winch,  however,  can  not  be  stated  in  figures.  First,  that  there 
can  not  be,  by  any  [vossibilily,  a failure  of  crops  through  either 
drought  or  drowning,  as  Is  too  oflen  the  ease  In  Ihc  great  agri- 
cultural Stales;  ami,  secondly,  that  the  ground  Is  kept  in  a 
state  of  continuous  high  fertility  llirough  (he  constant  addi- 
tion of  alluvial  wa-li  carried  onto  it  during  irrigaliun, 

On  Ihc  .Maxwell  Cr.aiil  especially  the  resources  of  the 
farmer  are  as  varied  as  they  arc  favorable.  Sever.al  large 
streams,  Ihe  Cimarron,  Vermejo,  Red  Kiver,  Rayado,  etc.,  flow 
through  tliisgr.ini,  .and  supply  water  for  irrigation  to  (huusunds 
of  acres  of  the  finest  land,  The  Maxwell  Company  owns 
several  (arms,  wilh  buildings,  corrals,  nnd  fi'.nces  complete, 


rapid,  Or  Ihc  hunter— If  lie  iravels  far  enough  away  from 
the  h.iuntt  of  civilised  man— can  wander  ainung  (he  grand 
vast  solitudes  of  pine  nnd  rugged,  snow-capped  jieaks,  and  find 
mountain  ilons,  bear,  deer,  mountain  sheep,  turkey,  and  gruuse 
to  reward  his  loii. 

Minkkai.  Wkalth,  Coal,  Timiikr,  Chukciibs 

Sciiooi-s  ANf>  iNbusriiito. 

There  .are  500,000  acres  of  ■'iMf/u/i,/ on  this  grant,  The 
lilossbiirg  mines  are  operated  by  (he  Hiilon  Coal  ft  Coke 
Company  nnd  supply  roost  of  tiic  railroads  in  New  Mexico, 
Mexico,  and  Aricoiia.  Coal  is  cheaper  liian  anywiicrc  else 
and  sells  at  (he  different  luwns  on  tlie  grant  at  from  5;.oo  to 
55,00  per  ton. 

On  Ihe  Sangre  de  Crislo  range,  and  especially  on  both 
sIo|>eso(  llaldy  .Mountain  /m’wri  ore  found 

and  worked,  nnd  numerous  prospectors  have  lately  made  ricli 
illscorcrics  there,  The  grant  managcineni  is  very  liberal  in 
its  terms  fur  granting  minerai  rigliis,  and  our  mining  rules 
will  be  mailed  on  application,  These  mines  open  up  a good 
iii.irkel  fur  farm  produce  to  the  agriculturalist.  CM  pliiiir 
JiXifWt  are.  since  year*.  In  operation  near  Elixahclhiown,  and 
on  the  I’unil  on  the  Maxwell  Grant.  I ran  on  •mi  fimlapaie 
abumlarit. 

Near  the  nourishing  town  of  Springer  extensive  nmml 
iivW'/  I1.XVC  been  In  oi>cratloti  since  years,  aup|)1yliig  Oenver, 
New  Mexico,  Mexico,  and  Arixoiia  wilh  a superior  quality  of 
hydraulic  ccmciK.  Capacity  of  works,  too  barrels  per  day, 
'I  Ills  cement  is  n special  favorilc  In  the  construction  of  dams 
and  cinbankmeiiis,  houses,  and  water-works, 

(Irdnilt  ohJ  hallJlng  liMt  are  quarried  and  used  in  (he 
ncigliboring  towns  In  large  quantities. 

t'imhir  is  very  ahundant  on  the  Maxwell  Grant  nnd  within 
easy  re, veil  of  railroads  nnd  f.armers.  Sclllcrs  who  have  bought 
land  may  cut  a reasonable  ainoiint  of  limber  and  cedar  fence 
posts  for  building  tlieir  improvements,  free  of  charge,  Near 
Uatvkill,  nn  llie  U,  K.  K.,  six  lumber  mills  cut  about. thirty 
indlion  feel  of  lumber  per  year.  At  Ibat  town  a fence  and 
box  factory  arc  to  be  found,  Several  railroads  and  mines 
ate  supplied  from  Catsklll  willi  ties,  piling,  mining  props, 
ei>.'.  Besides,  twenty-five  charcoal  ovens  are  now  being  creeled 
ilicrc,  wliicli  will  supply  the  Denver  smellers  with  atrainluaduf 
cli.ireoal  |icr  day. 

Cliiii-thn.rJtillinl  ithaali.aiii i;mJ  hiiUli  Me  found  on  the 
grant  at  Katun,  Springer,  .Maxwell  City,  Culsklll,  Cimarron, 
lilix.abclhluwn,  and  arc  disseminated  In  many  oilier  places  on 
tills  v-a-i  tract  of  land.  Slorit  iinJ  ihopi,  supplying  everything 
waiitril  for  househnid  or  farming,  including  (arming  imple- 
iiu-nis,  nre  abundant. 

The  different  dlslrlcu  and  (owns  on  (he  Maxwell  Grant  are 
coniiectcil  by  a system  of  1 so  miles  UUphoat  lint,  there  nre 
Ibirtecii  slutlons,  and  Ihe  service  is  a perfect  O'le.  Slfiit'Mrdi 
nre  placed  on  every  important  crotiroad  of  the  grant,  and  set 


located  on  these  streams,  and  will  sell  them  at  cheap  rales  to 
any  good  settler;  besides,  (Ills  company  has  contirucied  In  the 
plains,  on  the  Cimarron  and  Verme)u  rivers,  reservoirs  and 
ditches  to  supply  water  to  on  immense  territory  of  Its  best 
lands,  covering  .about  50,000  acres,  and  will  sell  such  lands 
wUli  use  of  water  at  prices  wlilch  will  insure  a happy  snd 
independent  existence  to  any  farmer.  (See  map  of  Vermejo 
and  Sfiriiiger  Irrigaling  systems,  with  large  reservoirs.)  Colo- 
nel Richard  J.  Hinton,  chief  of  (he  Bureau  of  rriigallon, 
partment  of  Agriculture,  Wushmgton.D.C.,  wrote  the  (olloif  Ing 
about  our  constructions,  after  thorough  personal  investigation: 

" Eastern  New  Mexico,  which  a year  ago  was  an  slmosl  un- 
known region  to  the  general  public.  Is  now  recognited  as  one 
of  Ihe  most  favorable  section*  for  setilcmeol  nnd  cultivation. 

1 almost  licsllate  to  express  my  honest  conviction  In  regard  (0 
Ihe  possibilities  that  are  involved  in  the  success  of  Ihe  work, 
settlement,  and  cultivation  now  progressing  upon  Ihe  Raton 
table-lands,  within  the  limits  of  Ihe  Maxwell  Grant  in  North- 
eastern  New  Mexico.  1 regard  (he  engineering  experiinems 
made  thereon,  so  far  as  (hey  relate  to  the  system  of  open  table- 
land rC'Crvoirs,  as  the  most  important  advance  in  irrigation 
hydraulics  lhal.the  past  two  years  have  developed.'' 

“ As  I KC  it,"  said  Colonel  Hinton,  in  an  interview  with  (he 
editor  of  the  lending  New  Mexico  pajwr,  “you  ate  going  to 
have  a very  remarkable  development  in  Eastern  New  Mexico 
In  Ihc  next  tew  years— certainly  less  than  five  year*.  The 
present  necessity  consists  of  reservoirs  and  nillroads.  These 
the  management  of  the  Maxwell  Company  are  providing,  and 
iimiiigrjtion  is  following  close  behind  them,  There  are  Ihe 
best  of  reasons  for  believing  that  ere  long  Ihc  Union  Pacific 
Branch  railroad  from  Trinidad,  now  In  operation  to  Catskill, 
on  the  Maxwell  Company’s  property,  will  be  extended  Ihrougb 
it  In  a soutliwesicriy  course  as  far  as  Las  Vegas,  and  this, 
with  (be  excellent  start  that  has  been  made  toward  watering 
the  valley  lands,  will  bring  an  influx  of  settlers  that  will 
make  that  section  a veritable  farmers'  paradise. 

" On  lire  open  part  of  the  Maxwell  Grant  Ihe  soil  Is  very 
rich,  and  the  climate,  so  far  as  my  records  show  it,  is  mild  and 
congenial,  The  products  most  profitable  will  be  fruits,  alfalfa, 
small  grain,  root  crop.-,  and  the  finer  grasses— it  is  destined  to 
be  .-1  magnificent  hay  country.  On  my  visit  1 stopped  at  fifteen 
or  twenty  farms  and  was  much  impressed  with  the  character 
of  the  people  which  the  company's  agents  have  brought  in  Io 
ceiile  here;  (heir  thrift  and  energy,  and  (heir  happiness.  The 


Colorado  Portion  of  the 
Grant 


eOi^TAIWS 
256,422  ACRES 


^ S FAR  as  the  Colorado  portion  of 
the  Maxwell  Land  Grant  is  con- 
cerned, nearly  all  tliat  has  been 
said  about  the  grant  in  New  Mexico  can  , 
be  repeated  about  it.  This  portion  of  the  grant  consists 
principally  of  valuable  coal,  timber,  mineral,  and  agricultural 
lands.  The  small  proportion  of  agrloiltural  land  is  in  a 
measure  compensated  (or  by  its  exceeding  richness— 60 
bushels  of  barley,  35  of  »hca(,3eo  of  potatoes,  or  65  snd  70  of 
oats,  to  llie  acre,  being  more  Ihe  rule  than  the  exception,  and 
Ihis  with  the  very  primitive  methods  of  cultivation  still  in 
vogue  in  this  part  of  Colorado.  The  above  yields  could 
undoubtedly  to  increased  by  deep  plowing  and  good  culti- 
vation. 

Water  Sopplv  for  Irrigation 
The  South  and  Middle  Forks  of  the  Purgatoire  River  give 
an  abundance  of  water  to  Irrigate  many  time*  the  amount  of 
agricultural  land  contained  in  this  portion  of  the  grant,  anti 
afford  (he  purest,  clcaceii.  and  coldest  water,  direct  from  the 
Snixwy  Range,  that  was  ever  used  for  domestic  and  dairy 
purjMjses. 

The  streams  abound  with  mountain  lroui,the  most  delicious 
frcali-waler  fish  that  is  known.  ' 

The  fall  of  these  streams  would  allord  abundant  power  for 
a considerable  number  of  factories,  there  being  several  points 
where  a manufacturing  town  could  be  established  with  advan- 
tage, on  account  of  the  case  and  cheapness  with  which  water- 
power  could  to  furnished,  ns  well  as  the  best  quality  of  steajo 
coal. 

Coal  Landb 

The  greatest  portion  of  this  tract  of  land  Is  supposed, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  very  eminent  geologists,  to  bo 


farm-house*  are  modero  siructorei,  well  furnished,  snd  the  sur- 
roundingsof  Ihefarmersindicsleprosperiiy  and  permsneney.- 

Instead  of  paying  Immense  rents  and  high  Interest,  as  In  the 
old  country,  a farmer  can  buy  his  land  here,  fxr/i/aiV/ /r/*/vW 
lilt  «/  u-jifr,  at  from  $10  per  acre,  and  opward,  payable  in 
seven  to  tea  years,  wilh  7 per  ceitL  interest  on  deferred  pay- 
ments. lie  can  raise  In  these  altUudes,  which  are  from  5.500 
to  7.5®®  ('be  iatterin  the  mountain  parks),  the  finest  crops 

of  wheal,  barley,  oats,  corn,  potatoes,  lornips,  beets,  etc.;  in 
fact,  all  small  grains,  vegetables,  and  fnjii*  grow  to  perfection, 
and  In  the  mountain  sections,  where  more  rain  falls,  crops 
grow  without  Irrigalion.and  by  deep  plowing  the  day  may  not 
be  disunl  when  good  crops  can  to  raised  here  without  irri- 
gation all  along  the  foothills.  Many  settlers  are  trying  Ihis 
method  already  with  success.  The  mountains  afford  various 
*I>ceic*  of  pine  and  spruce  for  building  purposes.  The  saw- 
mills near  Caukill  supply  thirty  million  feet  of  lumber  per 
year,  at  cheap  prices,  and  with  an  easy  haul  to  our  farming 
lands.  Good  cedar  (eaee  posts  cost  ten  cenu  a piece. 

Crofx 

Asamle  itmaytoslaled  that,  except  in  theplainsand  lower 
altitudes,  crops  of  cum  on  this  grant  do  not  exceed  jobushels 
per  aere, although  some  farmer*  have  raised  as  much  as  45 
bushels.  For  oau  (here  is  no  better  country.  They  are  here 
so  heavy.lhat  a bushel  weighs  43  pounds,  and  the  amount  of 
grain  to  the  acre  will  easily  average  45  buihels.  This  grain 
will  grow  either  on  Uie  prsiric  or  In  the  mouniaini,  but  on  the 
prairie  near  the  foot-hills,  and  in  the  mountain  vslicys  nearest 
Ihe  prairie,  it  does  the  best.  tVheal  does  well  both  on  the 
prairie  and  in  tbe  mountains.  Thirty  to  thirty-five  bushels  uf 
wheat  is  the  average  crop,  although  we  know  of  individual 
farmer*  whose  crops  have  greatly  exceeded  this  amouht.  The 
wheat  is  unsurpassed  in  quality,  and  comcnands  excrpiional 
prices.  Bald  barley  yields  fully  60  boshels.  The  soil  through 
both  prairie  and  mounlaiss  is  unusually  deep  and  capable  of 
producing  immeose  aops. 

In  the  moumaias  of  this  grant  there  is,  in  the  kloreno 
Valley,  Ute  Valley,  Valley  de  Piedra.  and  in  the  Ponil,  Van 
Brcmmer,  and  Vermejo  packs,  much  fins  farming  land,  la 
which  the  best  of  wheat,  oau,  barlcy.potaioes,  beets,  cabbage, 
carrots,  parsnips,  turnips,  artichokes,  etc.  are  grown.  InJeexl, 
for  the  vegetables  mentioned,  the  cliisaie  and  soli  of  the 
mountains  are  preferable.  We  have  Ken  onions  grown  liere 


which  were  seven  Inches  In  diameter  arid  weighed  four  pounds 
each,  and  the  delicacy  of  their  flavor  gives  them  peculiar 
eicellenc*.  We  have  not  beird  just  how  maoy  hare  been 
grown  on  an  acre  of  ground,  but  200  bushels  is  not  an  un-  ' 
likely  figucb  Irish  potatoes  grow  remarkably  well  through 
Ihe  mountains,  Four  hundred  bushctsio  Ihe  acre  have  been 
(requenlly  raised,  and  see  boshels  is  an  average  eTO|>.  These 
potatoes  are  very  fine,  aod  Ihe  amount  of  potato  land  is 
practically  unlimited.  A cabbage  grown  in  Cimarron  weighed 
45  pounda  A pumpkin  grom  on  the  Vermejo  weighed  50 
pounda 

TIiok  who  have  planted  (rail-lreea  have  been  entirely 
soccessfal,  and  Ihe  yield  ol  t-year-otd  apple  trees  is  equal  to 
that  of  (he  oldest  trees  In  the  Easurn  Slates.  Apples,  cher- 
ries. plums,  peaebes,  sirawberries,  pears,  currants,  gooKtor- 
ries,  raspberries,  and  blackberries  bare  been  tried  here 
wilh  great  success.  Several  farmers  celled  Utely  *joo  per 
acre  from  apples  and  plums  on  (be  graot,  and  a man  raising 
fruit  on  (he  valley  lands  under  ditch  can  double  bis  capital  in 

We  need  a aumber  of  good  gardeners  and  some  enlerprii- 
Ing  nurserymen  who  could  stimulilc  the  planting  of  trees, 
and  establish  a good  business  for  tbemKlves,  There  is  no 
industry  here  which  affords  a better  field  for  tbe  immigrant 
who  understands  his  basinets  than  market  gardening.  Wilh 
ao  abundance  of  the  finest  graa  4g  and  pare  cold  water  there 
it  no  reason  why  boiler  and  cheew  should  to  imported  from 
Kansas  and  supplied  to  (be  towus  of  Springer,  Raton,  and 
Trinidad  when,  on  this  grant,  there  is  every  element  to  man- 
ufacture this  produce  and  save  Kvetal  hundred  miles  of  rail- 
road freight. 

Several  trials  made  wilh  sugar-beets  have  given  splendid 
results,  yielding  nineteen  tons  per  acre,  >4)  per  cenL  uf  sugar 
in  juice,  with  a co-efficient  of  purity  of  81}.  With  proximity 
of  raiIroadl^  cheap  coal  and  lime,  and  an  abnadance  of  water, 
nowhere  beet-sugar  could  to  produced  cheaper  than  on  the 
Maxwell  GraaL 

Alfalfa 

Special  attention  Is  now  given  lotbecaliivatlooof  alfalfa, 
which  is  aiuacusg  so  much  atteniion  of  late.  It  is  a species 
of  Luxeme,  tbe  Kcd  of  which,  it  it  said,  was  first  isuoduced 
into  California  from  Chili  in  the  days  of  the  Spanish  occupa- 
tion. Until  comparatively  lately,  however,  it  did  sot  receive 


underlaid  with  coal.  Coal  Is  mined  by  drifting  on  the  level 
into  the  hills  instead  of  by  the  eirensKc  method  of  sinking 
shafii,and  can  be  sold,  it  aprofil,  (or  51.00  per  Ion  or  leu  on 
board  cars 

TiStOKK 

There  are  at  least  50,000  acres  of  choice  yellow  pine,  with 
a large  area  of  young  growing  timber.  Several  taw-mills  are 
al  work  and  supply  the  town  of  Trinidad,  cloM  (0  Ihe  borders 
of  the  grant,  witn  a large  portion  ol  its  limber. 

Other  Lands 

The  rest  of  the  grant  in  Colorado  consists  of  grazing  and 
mineral  lands;  the  former  furnishing  splendid  grazing  (or 
many  thousands  of  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep.  The  mineral 
lands,  as  yet,  have  not  been  developed,  but  tbe  little  pro-peci- 
ing  that  has  been  done  gives  a sufficiently  encouraging  result 
to  warrant  more  prospecting  being  done,  and  shows  (he  exist- 
ence of  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  iron. 

Sandstone  and  Granitk 

Sandsloaeand  granite  quarries  tore  been  opened  and  show 
(he  quality  of  both,  as  building  materials,  10  to  excellent. 
One  of  the  highest  blocks  In  Denver,  an  eight-story  block,  it 
built  of  stone  from  the  grant,  and  the  granite  it  being  used 
in  facing  tome  very  handsome  buildings  In  Trinidad,  its  gray 
color  affording  a very  good  contrast  to  the  blue  sandstones  of 
the  Trinidad  quarries. 

For  further  Information  about  prices  of  lands,  railroad  rates, 
ett,  apply  to 

hfi.  P.  PELS 

And  to  General  Manager,  Raton,  N.  M. 


HARRV  VfHiSHAM 

Land  Commiuioncr,  Raton,  N.  .M. 


usiwtu.  UMU  asu-r  orrjus,  lutoH,  kiw  ucjuco 


onteziima 

LAS  VEGAS  HOT  SPRINGS 


I ills,  the  finest  hotel  In  the  Rockies.  Is  situated 

I in  the  mountains  of  New  Jlciico,  at  an 
'~J  ' ^ elevation  of  6,767  f®®'  above  Ka-lev^ 

where  the  tunshiftc  is  constant  and  the  cooloes*  and  purily 
the  air  arc  always  Invigorating.  It  is  luxuriously  eijuippei 
hi*  the  best  ofaccommodalionsfor  Kveral  hundred  guests, and 
its  table  is  supplied  wilh  every  staple  and  delicacy  from  Nort^ 
South.  East,  and  'Vest.  The  dry.  equable  climate  of  llu* 
region  is  partlcuUrly  recommended  by  phplcians  to  sulleren 
(nun  hay  fever,  asthma,  catarrh,  or  coiuamption.  and  the 
wjtersofthebot  mineral  springs  area  specific  (orrheumatisza. 
gout,  blood  poison,  diseases  of  the  skin,  glandutsf  and 
scrofulous  diseases,  mental  exhaustion,  debdiiy,  Dcrvons 
affeclioas.  spinal  irooblcs,  djipepsia,  etc. 

It  Ison  the  line  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  i- Santa  FA  Rail- 
road, a short  distance  below  Raton  and  Springer. 

The  Atchison.  Topeka  A- SanuFi!  Railroad  rnrit  through 
Ihe  Maxwell  Grant  in  Northern  New  Mexico.  Its  ihruug 
train*  to  California  and  Mexico  leave  Chicago.  Sl  Louis  and 
._  . -^.1  ..I..  .li-Bwiv  TrLftiilad.  Ratun, 


